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D ecatur - Russell Kent Ghast, 81, of Decatur, passed away Sunday, March 12,

2023. Kent was born June 13, 1941, in Greenup, Illinois, the youngest child of
Joseph and Elsie (Waterford) Ghast. He graduated from Mattoon High School in

1959, and throughout his life worked as an electrician, both for public utility

companies and in business for himself. He was one of the few people who genuinely
loved his work and enjoyed every day of his lifelong career. A loving father, he

enthusiastically supported the interests of his children by spending countless hours
playing catch in the yard, coaching sports teams, and driving show choir gear to

competitions across the country. In his later years he enjoyed rebuilding and

restoring antique cars and hot rods, and delighted in working on them in garages and
showing them at local festivals and fairs.

Kent married Linda Carrell of Mattoon, IL, his beloved wife of 54 years, in 1963. Together they
have three children: Shelley (Alan) Nielsen of Scottsdale, AZ, Douglas Ghast of Granite City, IL,

and Christopher (Sunny) Ghast of Ft. Wayne, IN, and six grandchildren: Zachary, Caroline, Ann
Marie, Natalie, Logan, and Sam.

Kent is survived by all of his children, grandchildren, and two nephews. He was preceded in death

by his parents, a sister, and his wife.

A graveside funeral service will be held Saturday, March 18, 2023, at 11:00am at Graceland
Fairlawn Cemetery, 2901 N Oakland Ave, Decatur, IL.

His children request that, in lieu of flowers, memorial tributes in Kent’s name be made to The
Community Foundation of Macon County for the Michael T. Carrigan Scholarship to assist new

electrician students and apprentices. Mail donations to 101 S. Main Street, Suite 400, Decatur, IL
62523. Online donations can me made at https://cfmc.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?
funit_id=2506
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Graveside  Service

Graceland Cemetery

2091 N. Oakland Avenue, Decatur IL 62526

Burial

Graceland Cemetery

2091 N. Oakland Avenue, Decatur IL 62526
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DC Dorie Chunn posted:

Kent and Linda were dear friends. We had a lot of good times and laughs following the

Swingsations from competition to competition and many years after the kids graduated. I can still

hear Kent’s robust yell at the end of every performance. It warms my heart to know that Kent and

Linda are together again.

March 15 at 12:59 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Russell by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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